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Education 
When we think of Catholic education, let us be mindful that our communities of faith are helping our 
students experience the love of God. By its very nature, the Christ-centred mission of each school 
encourages a call to service in the greater community. Therefore, Catholic schools provide the 
foundation for our youth to become disciples with a social conscience, putting their faith into action.  
Many questions have been asked regarding the Government’s decision to repeal the 2015 Health and 
Physical Education curriculum. There are opposing views to either keep as is or revert back to what we 
had.  The Catholic School boards will continue to deliver content as part of the Fully Alive program 
through our Family Life Curriculum.  The Fully Alive program was revised in 2010 and is faith-based, 
sponsored and developed in collaboration with the Church, Catholic educators and families. This 
program is consistent with the curriculum that our schools have taught for more than 30 years and we 
are confident that it will meet the needs of our students as they encounter the many challenges of a 
changing society.  
 
We need to be strong in our faith and belief that the work of our Catholic schools involves mitigating, 
facilitating and maintaining ongoing collaboration and trusting relationships with and among all 
educational partners.  
 
Another point of consideration is the continuing discussions of funding for Catholic schools or lack 
thereof.  Since Quebec and Newfoundland ceased funding for Catholic education in the 1990s, only 
three provinces remain that give public funding and official status to catholic school boards. There are 
organized campaigns to cease funding for the Catholic boards and to collapse the schools and boards. 
A recent article in the Catholic Register, September edition, speaks to the misconception of savings if 
schools and boards are combined. The Ontario Catholic School Trustees Association president, Bev 
Eckensweiler, stated “We have a lot of organizations and people who want Catholic education, we just 
don’t hear from them as we hear from those other voices. Just because we’re not out there shouting 
doesn’t mean we’re not fighting for it”. 
 
If you haven’t read the article, please take the time to read, get informed and be in the know so we can 
speak together as one voice and fight for our education and our schools. 
 
Health 
In regarding the health of our nation, a resolution has been brought forward to raise awareness around 
the practice of assisted dying. There is the potential of hospice and palliative care facilities and even 
some hospitals being pressured to provide medical assistance in dying, a practice contrary to their 
philosophy.   
 
Euthanasia in Canada called medically assisted dying became legal as of June 2016 and this was to 
help end the suffering of terminally ill adults. Instead this law is being abused and taken advantage of to 
end the lives of many and does not protect those most vulnerable, the poor, the disabled, people with 
addictions and those with mental health. The federal government rules to monitor this are weak and 
legally induced deaths are rising at alarming rates. The government should choose to support recovery 
for mental health patient and invest instead in services, supports and research. One in five Canadians 
has Mental Health issues; the other four are trying to help these individuals cope with their mental 
illness.  



Last winter’s survey on palliative care in long term facilities showed the frustration that family members 
encounter when their loved ones need to be placed in long term care. The survey was successfully 
conducted and our provincial chair; Wilma Vanderzwaag would like to thank all the members who 
participated. The results will be compiled and hopefully passed on to our Minister of Health and Long 
term Care, Christine Elliot. 
 
Environment 
On a positive note, in 2018, a total of 19 Catholic institutions have announced they are pulling out their 
investments in companies that process and sell oil, gas and coal. Organized by the Global Catholic 
Climate movement, this will hopefully send a strong message to those companies who are continuing to 
pollute our planet. Among those who have joined this movement are the Sisters of Institute Notre-Dame 
in Montreal, Scarboro Missions and the Canadian Jesuits.   
 
Additionally, another concern has been the subject of a passing resolution regarding the level of plastic 
in our oceans.  As a society, we spend millions of dollars to repair our sewer systems in order to ensure 
that products are being appropriately disposed of.  Members of the public need to be made aware of 
how some products are deemed “flushable” where they are not.  As a counsel, we need to educate 
ourselves and others on this matter to demonstrate we are committed to addressing climate change.  
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